
On   January   fourth   and   again   on   January   eighth   the   kava   lounge   was  
contactacted   about   a   racist   drink   name   on   their   menu   and   politely   asked   to  
be   accountable.  

 
 
 
On   Jan   28th,   When   no   response   was   received   a   negative   review   was   left  
on   their   facebook   page   explaining   the   situation  

   
The   laugh   react   is   the   Kava   Lounge   official  
 
 
 



The   person   who   initially   made   the   contact   then   received   the   following  
harassing/transphobic   messages   and   others   throughout   the   night   from   a  
man   named   Mike   Bremer   
 

 
 
The   review   itself   then   received   further   harrassing   messages   centering   on  
the   the   origal   contacts   lesbian   idetity   in   addition   to   general   vulgarity.  







 
 
In   order   to   hold   this   man   accountable   for   this   unprofessional   harassment  
and   trans/homophobia   a   second   concerned   customer,   Thorn,   left   a   review  
detailing   both   the   original   issue   and   the   following   harassment.   It   was  
immediately   followed   with   vulgar   and   unprofessional   harassment   from   the  
Kava   Lounge   official   page.  
 





 
 
 
Thorn   was   then   sent   further   inappropriate   and   vulgar   messages   in  
response  



 
 
Thorn   made   a   public   post   factually   documenting   the   situation   in   order   to  
both   inform/protect   the   community   and   hold   Mike   accountable.   The   official  
Kava   Lounge   page   then   responded   with   further   vulgarity.  
 



 



 



 
 
 
This   post   has   been   widely   shared   and   many   community   members   are  
taking   action.   One   trans   man   was   specifically   targeted   and   sent   aggressive  
transphobic   harassment   calling   him   a   “little   girl”.  



 
 
Many   comments   have   since   been   deleted   in   what   we   can   only   assume   is  
an   effort   to   escape   accountability.   While   many   of   these   comments   were  
made   from   Mike’s   personal   page   they   were   done   with   expressed   intent   of  
representing   Kava   Lounge.   In   addition   his   public   photo   prominently   features  
the   company   logo.   As   long   as   Kava   Lounge   has   ties   to   Mike   we   consider  
these   comments   to   be   direct   representation   of   Kava   Lounge   itself.  
  
In   the   past   24   hours   Mike   as   called   a   nonbinary   trans   person   a   “pussy   boy”,  
has   made   stange   and   homophobic   comments   about   someones   lesbian  
identity,   has   called   a   trans   man   a   “little   girl”   and   has   generally   sent   out   rude  
and   vulgar   coments   to   at   least   three   separate   people,   including   on   a   public  
post   shared   by   over   20   people.   This   is   in   addition   to   the   original   defending  
and   denying   accountability   for   Kava   Lounge’s   use   of   an   ethnic   slur.   All   of  
this   was   done   while   officially   or   unofficially   representing   Kava   Lounge.   This  
has   been   shared   with   a   large   portion   of   San   Diego   including   LGBT,   Goth,  
and   Burner   communities.   
 
UPDATE   02/01/2020   
 
One   meme   previously   sent   by   Mike   on   Mon   01/27   bears   the   emblem   of   “act  
for   america”   a   known   white   supremecist   and   and   islamophobic   group.  
Southern   Poverty   Law   Center   describes   them   as   a   group   which   “has  
undoubtedly   grown   to   become   the   largest   anti-Muslim   group   in   America.”   
See   more   here:  
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/act-america  

https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/act-america


 
 
Over   the   past   couple   days   since   this   document   was   released   Mike   has  
continued   his   attacks   on   the   LGBT   community   and   anyone   who   asks   for  
accountability   from   him.   
In   these   messages   and   posts   he   continues   his   use   of   misogynist   and  
transphobic   language.   
This   is   a   fourth   not   yet   mentioned   person   who   Mike   chose   to   harass   at   2:00  
am   on   the   morning   of   Thurs   01/30.  



 

 
This   is   a   fifth   person,   to   whom   Mike's   rhetoric   is   defensive,   dismissive,   and  
continuously   vulgar   also   on   Thurs   01/30.   It   is   also   worth   noting   the  
implication   of   physical   threat.   



 
Then   when   reached   out   to   for   reconciliation   and   accountability   mike  
responded   with   further   vitriol:  



 



 
 
Mike   has   claimed   to   not   know   that   “pussy   boy”   would   be   a   transphobic  
insult   before   using   it   in   the   initial   case   yet   has   continued   to   use   it   over   the  
past   couple   days   after   learning   of   its   transphobic   and   misogynist  
implications   (which   remain   no   matter   the   gender   of   the   person   it   is   directed  
at).   In   that   time   he   has   attacked   at   least   one   additional   non   binary   trans  
person   with   the   word   as   documented   above.   
 
On   Thurs   01/30   at   9:00AM   Kava   Lounge   released   the   following   official  
statement   authored   by   Scott   Bell,   the   other   owner.   It   accurately   recalls  
many   of   the   details   documented   above,   however,   there   are   some  
discrepancies.   First,   we   assert   that   the   slur   “pussy   boy”   remains  
transphobic   with   misogynist   implications   no   matter   who   it   is   addressed   to.  
Further,   it   is   documented   above   that   Mike   used   details   from   the   original  
contacts   personal   page   to   make   comments   about   their   lesbian   identity.  
However,   you   do   not   need   to   determine   someone’s   gender   in   order   to   keep  
from   using   slurs,   or   to   have   a   professional   conversation   with   them.   
Additionally,   we   would   like   to   reiterate   that   “not   as   soon   as   they   wished   ''  
was   a   24   day   period   over   which   two   messages   were   sent.   





 
 
On   Thursday   01/30   at   11:40AM   Scott   reached   out   with   a   sympathetic,  
reconciliatory,   and   professional   message   to   the   initial   contact   addressing  
many   of   the   concerns   and   apologizing   on   behalf   of   Kava   Lounge   itself.   This  
message   is   shared   with   permission   from   Scott.   
 



 



 
 
 



On   Friday   01/31   The   initial   contact   responded   as   follows   :   (there   is  
additional   communication   but   we   do   not   have   consent   to   share   it)   

 



 

 



 

 
 
Later   on   the   afternoon   of   Thurs   01/30   Kava   Lounge   issued   the   following  
apology   along   with   the   two   comments   that   follow   it.   The   entire   post   was  
deleted   by   Friday   evening   01/31.   While   the   post   itself   appears   to   be   a   step  
in   a   reconciliatory   direction,   the   official   page   apparently   reveals   insincerity  
with   a   comment   stating   that   this   is   a   “fucking   stupid   fight.”  



 
 
An   update   about   the   original   drink   was   posted   to   the   Kava   Lounge   page   on  
Friday   afternoon   01/31   and   deleted   shortly   after.  



 
 
In   summary   Mike   has   continued   to   go   after   anyone   who   disagrees   with   him.  
Scott   has   chosen   to   take   professional   and   largely   reconciliatory   actions.  
The   actions   of   the   Kava   Lounge   page   have   been   inconsistent.   The  
evidence   indicates   that   the   only   continuous   source   of   aggression   is   Mike  
specifically   and   not   the   rest   of   Kava   Lounge.   However,   while   Mike   has  
meaningful   power   or   ownership   in   Kava   Lounge   and   has   not   yet   taken   any  
actions   towards   accountability,   our   communities   deserve   to   know   the   truth  
of   his   character   and   that   this   is   one   of   the   men   running   this   space   (as   well  
as   his   other   business,   Chronic   Tattoo).  
 
To   reiterate:   

● A   request   for   accountability   is   not   an   attack  
● A   negative   yet   truthful   review   is   not   an   attack  
● Knowing   or   even   loving   oppressed   people   does   not   exempt   you  

from   oppressing   them  
● A   person   can   be   kind   and   wonderful   to   you   but   still   do   terrible   things  

when   you   are   not   around  
● This   is   not   a   personal   feud   but   instead   a   response   to   community  

wide   harassment   from   a   powerful   man  
● Mike   has   unapologetically   engaged   in   these   behaviors   and   said  

these   words,   these   are   facts  
 
For   those   with   professional   ties   to   Kava   Lounge,   Chronic   Tattoo,   or   Mike   in  
any   other   capacity,   I   urge   you   to   act   in   the   spirit   of   compassion,   justice,   and  
love   and   do   what   you   can   to   hold   Mike   accountable.   
 
 
UPDATE   02/04/2020  



Following   these   events   Mike   posted   what   appears   to   be   a   resignation   from  
Kava   Lounge.   However,   it   is   worth   noting   that   no   specific   course   of   action   is  
ever   mentioned.   It   remains   unclear   and   unstated   whether   this   is   a   true  
resignation,   a   movement   to   silent   partner,   or   something   else   all   together.   It  
is   also   unclear   if   this   is   temporary   or   permanent.   We   have   not   found   any  
record   of   any   statements   about   Mike’s   resignation   from   Kava   Lounge  
officially.   Throughout   the   post   he   continues   to   avoid   accountability   and  
doubles   down   on   calling   the   original   reviewer   and   their   supporters   “pussy  
boy.”   He   also   claims   that   the   mere   documentation   of   his   actions   is   a   “smear  
campaign.”   



 
 
In   the   comments   of   this   post   folks   posted   further   inappropriate   and   hateful  
statements   which   were   then   liked   by   Mike.  



 
 
 
This   includes   a   specific   and   violent   threat   which   was   hearted   by   Mike.  

 
 
 
In   the   same   thread   he   refers   to   the   documentation   of   his   behavior   as   lies  
further   attempting   to   obscure   the   truth   beyond   the   multiple   deletions   of   his  
posts   and   past   denials.  
 



 
 
He,   along   with   commentors,   slip   into   more   extreme   homophobia   joking   that  
the   original   drink   should   be   renamed   “Uptight   fag”   or   “Lazy   Lesbian”   



 
In   short   while   he   recognizes   that   he   upset   a   large   portion   of   the   San   Diego  
LGBT   community,   he   remains   remorseless   and   openly   displays   further  
statements   of   homophobia.   In   repeated   instances   he   continues   to   support  
violence   against   anyone   who   has   asked   for   accountability   from   him.  
 
While   not   directly   Mike’s   action,   a   friend   of   his   has   sent   veiled   threats   to   the  
original   poster,   continuing   to   escalate   the   danger   to   those   who   ask   for   his  
accountability.   



 

 
 
Ultimately,   the   final   outcome   remains   unknown.   Not   only   is   there   no  
apology   but   the   harassment,   threats,   and   general   aggression   of   Mike   and  
his   supporters   continues.   While   Mike   may   or   may   not   leave   Kava   Lounge  
he   will   likely   continue   to   run   Chronic   Tattoo.   
 



 
 
 


